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The Buzz is back after sev-

eral years of dormancy, and 

we welcome you to our 1st 

release!!  This newsletter is 

intended for the information 

and enjoyment of all cadets, 

parents, volunteers, and 

those who have discovered 

the tremendous benefits of 

the program and who have 

worked hard to ensure the 

continued success of our 

Battalion. 

The Buzz is not in-

tended to take the 

place of routine 

communications 

through email and 

memos, but rather to pro-

vide you, our readers, with 

additional information 

about the successes of our 

cadets, information about 

past events, upcoming 

events, and a general ‗State 

of our Battalion‘  - and all in 

which we are involved.  

YOU make us successful – 

through all of your hard 

work and support, and we 

hope you‘ll look forward to 

receiving each quarterly edi-

tion of our newest initiative. 

We invite you to join us 

each quarter of the Buzz as 

we rewind and fast-forward 

through all the activities of 

our Battalion. 

If you have digital pictures 

of our activities, or questions 

or comments regarding the 

The Buzz is BACK!The Buzz is BACK!  

A Year in ReviewA Year in Review  
In 2009, the Battalion saw 

many changes and enjoyed 

many successes.  In Feb 

2009 we held our 1st live 

entertainment fundraiser 

featuring Elvis Tribute Art-

ist, Jeff Krick.  In March, we 

received an ―Honors‖ rating 

for our 2008 Inspection; In 

April, we ran a very success-

ful Fundraising Blitz; In 

May, we geared up for all of 

the training about to begin.  

In June, we said goodbye to 

our graduating cadets and 

were in full training mode.  

July saw a much-needed 

break for all. In August, we 

spent the weekend at the Air 

Force Museum and plenty of 

fun at Fort Rapids; Septem-

ber was a great weekend 

spent at Presque Isle and the 

official reorganization of our 

Battalion; October featured 

a successful recruiting Open 

House and a weekend excur-

sion to Buffalo; November 

saw yet another successful 

Ball; and December wrapped 

up the year with Laser Tag.  

Although the year started 

out a bit slow, all areas of 

operations, including train-

ing, recruiting, & fundraising 

picked up tremendous speed 

in the 3rd quarter.  In 2009, 

100% of the Battalion par-

ticipated in at least one 

training, and several went to 

2 and 3 trainings.  2009 also 
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saw the first time that NHQ awarded both the ―Cadet of the Year‖ (CPO Miles Eaglowski) and ―Officer of the Year‖ (LT 

Robert Hooven) to recipients of the same NSCC unit.  In 2009, we saw the formation of a new region (4-5) of which the Akron 

Battalion is proud to be a part.  Together with Cleveland and Pittsburgh, Region 4-5 is already 

promising growth and success as the new Erie Battalion operation is successfully underway.  

Sadly, 2009 brought some surprise departures of enrollment due to shifting priorities of our ca-

dets—but with that also came opportunities for growth and leadership in our lower ranks.   

In a new region, with new leadership, and a lot of renewed optimism, we are well underway to 

creating a strong year.  With the formation of a color guard team and opportunities for partici-

pation and competition, well-planned and executed monthly trainings, and a focus on strength-

ening both our enrollment and our operations, we look forward to all that 2010 is sure to bring. 

Our 2009 Graduates with LT Hooven 

From Left to Right 

James White, Sarah Carpenter, Miles Eaglowski, Eric Milicevic  

(Continued from page 1) 

ing operations orders for approxi-

mately 1100 people.  Chief Hershey is 

majoring in Mechanical Engineering 

with a Biology track.  She hopes to 

work with prosthetics after gradua-

tion.  Next year, she anticipates that 

her capstone project will be a bionic 

leg.  Chief Hershey is also a football 

manager and travels to all of the 

games “BEAT NAVY”.  <Sorry 

Chief...that‘s a no go!>  Chief Her-

(Continued on page 4) 
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Then & NowThen & Now  

On the HorizonOn the Horizon  
28 Feb 2010:  Scotch-Doubles Bowling 

Tournament Fundraiser – 1330 – 1630 

– at North Lanes (Legend Lanes), 

Cuyahoga Falls-Details on Website. 

 

 

 

 

07 Mar 2010: Annual INSPECTION 

ALL HANDS REQUIRED! 

 

27 Mar 2010: Night-at-the-Races 

Fundraiser; Details to Follow. 

If you‘ve ever felt like ―there’s just always 

something going on…”  You‘re not wrong!  

There IS always something being planned, 

something being worked on – and there‘s 

always help needed.  It‘s what allows us to 

continue moving forward with our many 

desires to give our cadets the best we have to 

offer.    

Here‘s what‘s on the calendar, in the works, 

and what‘s being planned for the immediate 

future: 

15-17 Jan 2010:  Weekend Drill Camping 

Trip—Centerville Mills Park 
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Chief Petty Officer: 

Ann Hershey 

 

In this edition of Then & Now, we‘ve 

caught up with former Akron Battalion 

Chief Petty Officer Ann Hershey.  Chief 

Hershey joined the NSCC Akron Battal-

ion in April of 2003 as a Seaman Recruit.  

Hershey completed boot camp at Camp 

Perry, OH in June of 2003.  Throughout 

her time in Akron, she attended many 

trainings, including Marksmanship and 

MAA, staffing, and a weekend Seabee 

challenge in Michigan, just to name a 

few.  Maintaining a consistent 100% 

drill attendance, she was  advanced to 

Chief Petty Officer in February of 

2006. Chief Hershey entered West 

Point after high-school graduation in 

June of 2007. 

Today, she is in her Junior year at 

West Point and currently the Regi-

mental Operations NCO.  She coordi-

nates the schedule and assists in writ-



Together, we again hosted 

and saw a huge success of 

our Sea Cadet Ball on Satur-

day, 14 Nov 2009.  With 

nearly 100 guests in atten-

dance, the Battalion re-

ceived donations that will 

play an important role in  

helping our cadets get to 

some of their choice train-

ings in 2010. 

We are most proud of the 

commitment that was shown 

by our cadets in attending 

the Ball and bringing their 

friends along to share the 

night. 

Although this event is the 

most formal fundraiser that 

we put on within the year, 

it‘s an event that is specifi-

cally intended to honor our 

cadets, their successes, and 

to provide an evening of fun.  

By the looks, many had a 

great time on the dance 

floor!  It did not escape some 

of us though – that we‘ll 

need to do a little more 

training on how not to step 

on the toes of your partners 

during those seemingly, 

never-ending slow songs!  

Bravo Zulo to all our cadets, 

friends, honored guests, and 

family members for helping 

to make the night successful. 

Visit our website at 

www.akronseacadets.com 

for more Ball pictures. 

 

Happy Birthday!!! 
 

January 

06  Cadet Isaiah Plicka 

21  PO1 Nathaniel Wakefield 

 

February 

15  INS Karen Hooven 

15  ENS Blane White 

 

March 

20  LCpl Ashley Beaver 

24  Cadet Nathan Willeke 

 

New Shipmates 

Welcome Aboard!! 

4th Quarter—2009 

Recruit Eric Nemeth; 

Recruit John Del Percio;  

and 

Recruit Michael Shahan 

 

Advancements! 

Congratulations to: 

 

Maple, Stephen 

E2 to E3 

 

Willeke, Nathan 

E1 to E2 

 

LaGro, Meghan 

PO3 to PO2 

Akron BallAkron Ball——Huge Success!Huge Success!  

New Shipmates / Birthdays / AdvancementsNew Shipmates / Birthdays / Advancements  

In the Spotlight!In the Spotlight!  
Battalion not only played an 

integral part in the success 

of our event, but it was truly 

contagious to all those 

(including officers) who were 

present.  From the perspec-

tive of the Akron Officers, 

seeing the kind of enthusi-

asm and energy from a pro-

spective recruit not only 

revitalizes our commitment 

and efforts to succeed, but it 

also permeates among every-

one fortunate enough to be 

anywhere in the near vicin-

ity.  Cadet Del Percio, offi-

cially enrolled in Oct 2009, 

has already completed his 

BMR with high grades and 

is well underway in his Sea-

man book.  His attention to 

details, initiative to help out 

anywhere needed, and genu-

ine interest in growing and 

developing his skills and 

knowledge have already re-

sulted in assignments and 

(Continued on page 4) 

Each quarterly edition of 

the Buzz will feature a spe-

cific Cadet in the In the Spot-

light! article.  Our 1st edition 

is featuring one of the Bat-

talion‘s newest enrollees, 

Cadet John Del Percio. 

 

We first met Cadet Del Per-

cio at our Open House on 03 

Oct 2009.  The high energy, 

enthusiasm,  and interest in 

both our program and in our 

Page 3 Volume 1, Issue 1 

http://www.akronseacadets.com


shey has completed Basic Training, Field Training (a month at Camp Buckner), and has been a Platoon Sergeant for Basic 

Training.  She was in charge of 42 new cadets and 4 Squad Leaders, exclaiming that it was a ―Great Experience!‖...and the 

biggest challenge with which she‘s been faced so far.  She also interned with the NYPD Counter-terrorism Department for 3 

weeks this past summer.  She trained with the  unit and worked on several projects involving ―building safety‖ and did a ride-

along in the most dangerous precinct in New York.  Because Chief Hershey is in the process of learning the language, West 

Point also sent her to China during her Spring break in her Freshman year. 

LT Hooven recalls that Chief Hershey was always the first to volunteer, always stepped up to help wherever needed (with 

both her shipmates and the officers).  He states that he knew from the beginning that she was going to make it to the rank of 

CPO and go on to do great things.  Chief Hershey, from the beginning, demonstrated great military bearing and leadership 

qualities. 

The accomplishments of her past, as well as those certain in her future, can and always should serve as examples of what can  

be achieved when you choose to live by the values of honor, courage, and commitment.  There have been few individuals that 

have excelled to the level of Chief Hershey. She will always be an important and valuable part of the Akron Battalion, and 

we wish her a lifetime of success.   

 

(Continued from page 2: Then & Now) 

responsibilities that are generally re-

quested only of more tenured and ex-

perienced Cadets.   

Cadet Del Percio attributes his high 

level of interest, initiative, and commit-

ment to succeed in the program—to his 

family, of which many members have a 

great deal of prior exposure to the mili-

tary in a variety of roles and, who he 

states, are extremely supportive and 

genuinely excited for his involvement in 

the USNSCC. 

In fact, his father was a Sea Cadet in a 

Queens, New York unit when he was the 

same age as that of Cadet Del Percio, 

and Cadet Del Percio‘s grandmother also 

served in the same unit as a Lieutenant. 

(That‘s 3 generations of SEA CA-

DETS!!) Mr. Del Percio then went on to 

serve in the USMC during Desert Storm 

and later became a Firearms Instructor 

for the NYPD. 

Cadet Del Percio‘s grandfather served in 

the USN on both the DDE-507 and 

DDG-6.  With plenty of former military 

family members, it is not surprising that 

Cadet Del Percio has found his own 

(Continued from page 3 
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great desire to be a career service 

member in the United States Navy. 

Currently a Sophomore at Nordonia 

High School, Cadet Del Percio is on 

the Varsity Wrestling Team and, at 

the time that this article was written, 

has a 13-3 record for the current year.  

His favorite course of study is Biology 

(or almost any Science-related sub-

ject), which is right on target as Cadet 

Del Percio intends to spend part of his 

Junior and Senior high school years at 

Cuyahoga Valley Community College 

engaged in the Public Health & Safety 

courses.  His goal is to then go on to 

ROTC after graduation and specialize 

in the medical field.   

Cadet Del Percio is driven by a strong 

desire to prove to himself that he can 

be the best that he can be at anything 

he attempts. 

There is little doubt by those who 

know him, and who spend time with 

him, that he will reach his highest 

potential 

Cadet Del Percio has already achieved 

a great deal in the program, and he‘s 

been successful outside of the program 

on many levels.  Sometimes, more 

important than the actual achievements 

and successes of an individual is that 

individual‘s demonstration of human 

decency and genuine desire to consider 

others along the journey of success.  Ca-

det Del Percio demonstrates respect, 

honesty, gratitude, and both follower-

ship and leadership.   

We welcome him to our Battalion and 

we look forward to the leader that he 

will undoubtedly become in his future — 

in whatever course on which he chooses 

December Teamsters Local 407 

Holiday Food Distribution 

Cadets Jeremy Probst & John Del Percio 

with SANTA 

Candid CadetsCandid Cadets  


